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PEACE- OFFERING? | 


e Shewing the © 
He a 
- To be the only Phering 


Probable Means for extinguiſhing the preſent Rebellion, with⸗ 
out farther Blood. ned, and for ſecuring theſe Nations, for 
ever, from Rebellions and Invaſions in ſavour of che Pres 


tender or his Deſcendants. ; | 4 
4. yy | 5 | 
eee, 


Leſſening our Taxes and Expence, paying IF our Debts; - 
improving Trade, getting rid of a Standing Army, ſecu+ 
ring our Religion and Liberties, rooting up publick Cors 


+. Fuption, and for confining all future Miniſters to the Purs t 
ſuit of an E "gh EP only. 
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I late Speech ſpoken before the moſt Venerable 3 in 
the Nation, by Methſeloh Whitelock, Eſq; © \* 
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The Peace-Offering, &c. 
a 
Mr. Preſident, 0 | ns | 
\ V HIL E Aſſociations were ſet on Foot by the 
youthful and more vigorous Part of the Com- 


4s 


munity, in ſupport of our auguſt Prince and Go- 
vernment, by Arms, it became us, tho* unable 
to wield the Sword, or mount the neighing Steed, not ta ſit 
idle Spectators of the Confuſions of our Country, but to act 
in a Sphere beſt ſuited to our advanced Years and long Expe- 
rience. This, Sir, you are ſenſible, was the genuine and firſt 
Motive of the Inſtitution of our Society: And I may ſay, 
without Exaggeration, that we have not been hitherto lels , 
uſeful to our Sovereign and Fellow - Subjects, by the Hints and 
grave Advices of ſeveral of our Members, than other aſſo - 
ciated Bodies. E ; ag 
Need I. Sir, enumerate the many ſhrewd and profound 
Schemes brpached by thoſe of our Society skilled in Arms, 
in regard to the Militia, and other the like good and notable 
= Purpoſes? Need 1, on the other Hand, mention the many grave 
and religious Advices that have flowed from the learned Pens 
of ſuch of our Members as have a Caſt to Piety and Religion, 
for bettering and reforming the Community? The whole Na- 
tion can witneſs how zealouſly they have laboured toward the 
Eradication of Infidelity, Immorality and Corruption, ſpread 
of late Years over almoſt the whole Face of our Iſland, fo 
fſamed of old for Piety and Holineſs? The Suppreſſion ß 
Luxury and Exceſs has been their peculiar Care; and that 
not ſo much from a Spirit of Parſimony natural to old Age; 
as from a Senſe of. the Neceſlity of employing our Fortunes, 
as well as Lives, in the Defence of Liberty, in ſuch Times as 
the preſent.. Ib A*xp 
It is well. known that Feryency and: Zeal have prevailed a - 
= mong us over Sloth and Laſſitude, the natural Concomitants 
of Age. See the various late Publications for putting Vies 
out of Countenance, + How numerous and pompous the Ads © SF 
27] mp8 3 vertiſements 
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vertiſements in our daily Papers, of Treatiſes attacking the 
growing Sins and Evils of the Age? How tenacioutly and 
gloriouſly have we maintained the Argument againſt Italian 
Operas ? But tho” it has been proved that theſe muſical Fol- 
lies had their Origin in Paganiſm and Popery, yet, Sir, how 
ignominiouſly have the Publick turned a deaf Ear to the Voice 
of Reaſon, to gratify a ſenſual, vicious Taſte ? How ſhame- 
fully have a Proteſtant People, in this unmeaning Indulgence 
of one Sen/e, ſtooped to the Yoke of Rome, whence theſe ſoft 
Inchantments of Sound have been imported to us for the Pur- 
poſe of Slavery ? Gods ! that a brave and rough Nation, the 
Pride and Bulwark of the Reformation, ſhould thus ſcan- 
dalouſlly bow to the Scarlet Whore, when France is on the 
Verge of ſubjecting our beſt Proteſtant Allies, the Dutch, to 
her Power, and an open and too ſucceſsful Rebellion is in our 
Bowels at Home ! | 

One cannot help admiring, in many Inſtances, tho' he de- 
teſts, the Refinements of the Court of Rome. 
her ſoft Sing-Song to us here in the Southern Part of our Iſ- 
land, to render us effeminate and inactive; and to the Ver- 
thern ſhe ſends a Pupil of her rearing, but who, from the Ro- 
buſtneſs of his . ſeems rather to be reared in Sibe- 
ria than the Compania of Rome. Is it not evident that this fi- 
newy, hardy, young Roman was brought up from the Cradle 
with a View to fit him for the Leader of the rough, deſperate 
People who have foiled our Troops at Preſtounpans and 
Falkirk. | | 

And what was it but Muſick, infectious 7talian Muſick, that 
has occaſioned theſe ſhameful Defeats ? Before our common 
People were acquainted with the enervating Sounds of Rome, 
they were rough, they were brave and victorious. There 
were none of the ſqueaking Sons of Italian Ha, ha, in Kin 


Will:am's Armies, nor in Queen Anne's till after the Peace of 42 
Utrecht: And the Victors of Creſſy and Agincourt, tho' Papiſts, | = 


were no Admirers of Roman Sonatas. But how fatally has the 
Scene been changed in later Days ! Moſt of our modern Coc- 
kade-Dappers are Warblers of Italian Airs, and their Men 
are their humble Imitators. The Infection has deſcended from 


the dignified Red-Coot, ſubſcribing to the Opera, down to thoſe 


placed as Guards round St. James Park, where, from each 
Centincl-Box, one may hear, of a Summer's Night, the ſhrill 1 


Note of a corpulent, droniſn, Italian Gelding, * 
T7 ut, 
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Z But, Sir, the Labours of this eee e have not beem 
eonſined to oppoſing the-preſent foppiſh for Italian Mu- 
fick, they have extended to the Correction of the modern vi- 
Friated Taſte in various other Inſtances. Lou may remember 
how learned a Diſſertation was pronounced at our laſt Meet - 
ing. by one of our Members, at preſent uſefully employed in 
projecting an artificial Thunder that ſhall frighten the rebelli- 
sous Highlanders from the Uſe of the Broad Sword, and from 
their atrempting to ſeize our Field-Artillery before we can 


4 make uſe of it ourſelves : That learned Diſcourſe, you know, 


Sir, was proving, that all our preſent Troubles might have 
been prevented, if his Advice had been followed ſome Years 
ago, for prohibiting the Importation of Raree-Shows into this 
Kingdom by the Natives of the Duchy of Savoy. 

hat laborious ingenious Speculatiſt told you, Sir, that 
tho theſe foreign itinerant Virtuoſi might be the natural-born 
Subjects of his Sardinian Majeſty, a Prince in our Alliance, 


yet that it was probable they were trained up by France, and 


ſent over to us by that artful Court, to vitiate and corrupt 
our Youth, whom they chiefly practiſe upon. And, Sir, you 

may remember our ſagacious Brother went farther, in 4 A 
ing that even his Sardinian Majeſty himſelf might have had 
his particular Views in permitting ſuch Droves of his Sub- 

Fjets to leave his Dominions, as have ſwarmed here among us 

of late Years. That ſubtile Reaſoner told you, that tho' the 

Words, hereditary Right, were looked upon, as they ought 

Fro be, as vague, obſolete, and ſenſleſs, at London, they may 

Zhave been thought of more Significancy at Turin; and that 

there might have been, for that Reaſon, a political View in 

etting looſe upon us here in England ſuch Flights of Savoy- 

ardi, who may be looked upon as ſo many Popiſh Miſſiona- 

Ties to propagate Idolatry and Vice among Proteſtants. 

1 ö8may venture aſſerting, that no Body of People in the 

Nation have more arduouſly, or more uſefully — their 

Talents and Time, than this Society, ſince its Inſttiution. 

No Project or Invention has eſcaped their Notice, for annoy- 

ing the common Enemy, and ſuppreſſing the Rebellion. 


vented by one of our Members, for ſwiming into the Ports 
of Boulogne and Calais, in order to ſet Fire to the Tranſports 
there? And, Sir, be it remembered, to the Honour of the 
+ ingenious Inventor, that if the braveſt and moſt vigilant ax why 


a... 


hat could be of greater Uſe than the Swiming Girdle, in. 


(6) | 
mander of any Age or Nation, had not been abruptly diſ- 
ry the French would not, by this Time, have a ſingle f 
Skiff on the Coaſt of the Channel. This, Sir, you know to 
be a Truth as naked as any publiſhed ſince the Fall of that fi 


gallant Officer. | ä 
The Mention of that brave, rough Triton, brings one other 


Invention of ours to my Mind, which, without Doubt, muſt S 


be of infinite Uſe to the Publick, as it has been recommended 
by that indefatigable Commander. Flags on the Steeples of | 
the Churches on the Coaſt of Suſſex, and Kent, would not be 


more viſible by Day, than Lights in Iron Pots by Night. 


This, Sir, is a * naked Truth, how. covered ſoever it ma 
ſeem to dull Apprehenſions. 3 

But, Sir, without troubling you or this Company with a 
more minute Detail of the many uſeful Productions iſſuing 3 
from the Pens of our Members ſince the preſent Rebellion. 
let it ſuffice-to ſay, tHfat the celebrated Mr. Veteran, fo fam- » 
ed throughout theſe Nations, and ſo revered by our Soldiery, % 
is a worthy Limb of our loyal Body. What could be more x 
ſeaſonable or ſalutary, than that brave, rough Man's Scheme? 
See how artfully, tho' in the plaineſt Words ever put together, 
he has ſweetened all Orders of Men in the Nation (except 
one, of whom I ſhall take Notice preſently) to part with the 


deareſt Thing in the World, except Liberty and Religion, 
which laſt, you know, Sir, to be dearer to the Aged and 


their Paſtors, than Monty itſelf. He has worked up the Spi- 


rit of Generoſity among the moſt noted Oeconomiſts of the F 


Nation, proving herein, that Flannel, outwardly applied, max 
keep the Fleſh as warm, as the Spirit within. 2 
I confeſs, Sir, it has puzzled me to find a Reaſon why a & 


Set of Men, the richeſt in the Nation, and the moſt inte- 


reſted in the Support of the Church, ſhould be the only 1 


Men that have not contributed towards the brave Veterans 


Scheme: And except one poor Kentiſb Curate, who probab- A 
ly might have had an egſier Cure in View, I do not remem- 


ber that Offerings came to Guild-Hall, towards the Veteran f 


Scheme, from any but Lay Hands. Perhaps theſe enlight- 
ned Guides of the ſtupid Flock may have thought that a Con- 
tribution in Paper was equal to one in Gd. But, if I am 
rightly informed by a venerable Member of our Society, —_ 


. Naked Truth from a Sailor, &c. by W. Webb. 


Pad a eminent Command lately in the North, one Quart 

f bumming Ale will /pirit up a Soldier againſt Popery, more 

han a Cart-Load of Sermons, tho* wrote by the moſt dig- 

Dified of the ſacred Order. 

One would think that the leaſt a People could do, who 
re exempt from fighting, would be to contribute towards 


er 

uſt daying thoſe who. fight againſt the Religion which that 
ed aſive Gentry dread ſo much. Or is it only from the Pulpit 
of har Popery is to be attacked by thoſe who ſeem to have moſt 


o fear from-its Introduction? 

But, Mr. Chairmain, have not ſome of our ſpiritual Cham- 
ions exceeded a little of late in their Attacks upon this 
Monſter? To fay that it was the Reverſe of Chriſtianity, 
methinks, could be no Compliment to our own holy Lamb, 
ng which we cannot deny to have been originally ſprung from, 
on. or at leaſt related to the Wolf in Sheep's Cloathing, that 
m- has been, for ſome Years paſt, creeping in upon us in ſoft 
ry. Sonatas and Raree-Shows. Old Dryden ſung to us, in our 


dre greener Years, that Prieſts of all Religions were the ſame. 
e? But, Sir, by that divine Bard's Leave, the Saying does not 
er, hold equally good in all Nations and Religions, if it be true, 


hat the Romi/b Clergy have contributed to ſend us the Vidlor 
of Preſtounpans and Falkirk, and that our own have not paid 


on, a Shilling voluntarily tawards beating him out. 

nd . Yet tho' we have not been able to mould the Hearts of 
pi- pur Guides by divine Inſtitution, as we have thoſe of their 
he Flock, we have had ſo great Succeſs in ſerving the Govern- 


ment in various Inſtances of late, that it can be no longer 
Aoubted, that ſuch a grey-headed Society as ours, would be 
pf publick Utility in all Commonwealths. Men grown u 
te- to our Years, or rather, Men that have out-grown their Pal. 
ily ions, have their Minds freer, and better adapted to Thought 
und Reflexion, than thoſe whoſe Veins flow with the fer- 
"Fnented Stream of youthful Blood. How elſe, but by being 
governed by the cool and cautious Politicks of Seventy and 
ZÞpwards, has the Court of Rome been able to ſhine above all 
pthers in the Spheres of Intrigue and Negotiation ? Has not 
She important Fortreſs of Edinburgh Caſtle been preſerved, e- 
ver ſince the ignominious Defeat of Preſtounpans, by the cool 
durage and Conduct of Seventy odd? | 
Let us therefore, Sir, firmly adhere to the Intention of 
our firſt Inſtitution, which was to reject unanimouſly all 
1 Candidates 
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© | 
Candidates under Seventy, however dignified or recommend. d. 
ed. The Good we have done, and the Honours we have ti 
gained, will naturally inflame the Hearts of ſome ambition 00 
Courtiers, and perhaps of ſome of thoſe who aſſume the glo- 
rious Title of the Champions. of. Liberty and the Publick : Wo: 
but, Sir, let me hope that Corruption will never be able to ar 
make its Way to a Board partly eſtabliihed to put Yenalit; ot 
out of Countenance. Let not Wealth or Title, nor the th 
Favour of the Great, nor a Pretence to Virtue, impoſe upo N 
a Set of Men, that have aſſociated, as we have, ſpontane. 
ouſly, to ſerve our Country gratis with our lateſt Breath hi 
and laſt Drop of Ink. If we would anſwer the Ends of ow ob 
"Inſtitution, let not Youth, on any Conſideration whatever, th 
be permitted to obtrude itſelf among us. dy 
War, Buſtle and Confuſion, are the natural Objects of. pi 
Youth and Inadvertency, while Eaſe, Tranquility and En- pi 
joyment, are thoſe of Age and Experience. Did we once 1 
ſuffer the Fire of Youth to mix with the Phlegm of Age, 
who among us could anſwer that we ſhould be able to bring in 
about the great and laudable Work of Peace, ſo defi in tre 
itſelf, and ſo avowedly the principal Object of our AfſSciati- di. 
on, as appears evidently by the Epithet, Pacifick, we choſe to 
be diſtinguithed by? 4 
It is manifeſt, from all our Deliberations of late, that thc 
whole Attention of this venerable Board is fixed on Peace, 
and what more amiable Object can we have in View, whoſe # 
Breaſts no longer glow with the illuſory Fires of Ambition 
and falſe Glory? But here among us appear no ſuch de. Di 
ſtructive Flames; for by the ſeveral pacifick Schemes pro- 3 
duced to-Night, it is obvious we all ſeek the ſame Bleſſing, Dl 
tho” we take different Roads to come at it. 3 
I have heard with great Pleaſure the ſeveral Syſtems pro- 
ſed for acquiring the Bleſſing of Peace to our bleeding bre 
Country; which, however well intended and digeſted. I beg in 
Leave to examine curſorily, before I'propoſe one, which I af- Ve. 
ſure myſelf will meet with the Approbation of Gentlemen, fig 
as you all are, equally anxious for the publick Weal and Pn: 
Happineſs of the Hufirious Family placed over us by the 
Laws, and likeways by our Choice. = 
The firſt Gentleman who ſpoke, opened to you, with his Th 
uſual Elegance, the Origin and Cauſe, not only of * oon 


5 


Doe. 


3 9 
nd- domeſtick Miſeries, but of the preſent Calamities of the Con- 
ave tinent; and he has no leſs ingeniouſly expoſed the Authors 
ou of the Meaſures that have produced thoſe general Diſtractions. 
zlo- $1 ſhall readily own, with that ee Member, that not 
ck only our own, but the preſent Confuſions of the Continent 
to are principally 8 to the Miſconduct and falſe Politicks 
ii Hof Engliſh Miniſters; but I muſt beg his Leave, if I extend 
the the Reſearch beyond the Adminiſtration of the adventrous 
por Aegotiater of the Treaty of Worms. 
me. l admit that that intrepid Miniſter had immediately wrought 
ath his Country into the preſent War with France, and that (by 
ours obſtructing the Peace propoſed to the Queen of Hungary by 
ver; the late Emperor Charles VII. at Hanau, and by ſtipulating 
by the Treaty of Worms, the ſame Summer, to {trip the Re- 
s of: 7 publick of Genoa of Final) he is accountable for the late ra- 
En. pid Succeſſes of the Houte of Bourbon in Itah and the Ne- 
nce therlands. 
ige. What that worthy Member inſinuated 1 concern- 
ring ing the Injuſtice of doling away the law ful Poſſeſſions of neu- 
e in tral States, without their Conſent or Knowledge, is no leſs ju- 
ati · dicious than generous; it being certain that no Attachment 
e to 1 to Allies, nor other Conſideration or Intereſt, thould induce a 
Court to go into a Meaſure which muſt neceflarily reflect 
Diſhonour on the whole Nation. 
WF Treaties of Concord and Alliance, tho' prepared by Indi- 
FFviduals, are ever looked upon as the Acts of the whole Peo- 
le. How have the French Nation acquired the Character of 
PDiſſimulation, Perfidy, Inſincerity, and Injuſtice, charged 
upon them by all Europe, but from the publick Acts of their 
Miniſters? The Miniſters of France, facrificing the Honour 
and Character of their Nation to the Views and Intereſt of 
the Court, perhaps to their own private Intereſt, © have 
brought their Country into ſuch Diſreputation, as no People 
n Europe rely on her Friendſhip or Equity. And yet the 
| French, as an induſtrious commercial Nation, are no leſs up- 
zen, Wight and exact, by all I could ever learn, than other Nati- 
and pus. The Odium they labour under has been wholly the 
the Work of their Miniſters ; and to whom elſe, but the Servants - 
pf the Publick, are we to aſcribe the fatal Declenſion of the 
his Character and Reputation of our own Nation of late Years ? 
aon The Honour of our Nation, it is true, had been on the 
an Decline many Years before the Campaign of Detlingen. Such 
B a String 


TE [SS 8 
a String of jarring, contradictory, and unmeaning Treaties at 8 
had been entred into ſince that of Utrecht, could not fail of 
bringing the Nation into Diſreputation ; but, until that of * 
Iforms, we could not be taxed with an unneceſſary, impolitick, 
flagrant, and even an uncolourable Injuſtice. p 
I admit there was an Inſtance in the former Adminiſtration u 
of a Deſign to commit an juſtice of much the ſame Nature 
with that intended the Republick of Genoa at Worms, and ex- 
ceeding, if poſſible, this latter in Wickedneſs and Folly. But 
we cannot diſprove what the late Grand Corrupter offered in 
his own Vindication on that Occaſion, viz. That the Projet * 
of partitioning the Pruſſian Dominions was of the Maunfacture of 
H n fourneymen only. 
But ſuppoſing the Fuſtian had been wove by native Work- 
men, the Scheme was not digeſted into a regular, formal, bin- x; 
ding Compact, which engaged the Honour and Credit of the 
Nation. It might be only intended to fright the King of Pri- 
ſia into the Meaſures of our wiſe Miniſters, without any Inten- 
tion to execute that vague Plan ſent for the Approbation of 
the Court of Vienna. But the bold Negotiator at Worms 
brought his Scheme to the dernier Perfection. Every Thing 
was done which depended on a prime Adviſer and Plenipo. 7 
Final was decreed to the King Sardinia, without ſo much as 7g 
hearing the Allegations of the Defendant, the Purchaſer, in 
actual Poſſeſſion : And by whom was this unequitable Decree Þ 
pronounced ? Why, by that Nation who cries out conſtantly 
againſt the Injuſtice of France, and who has put all Europe in 
Motion, and ſpent above For hundred Millions tor the laſt 
half Century, in order to make her honeſt. . 
Methinks I ſee an honeſt Patriot Exgliſb Bluſh riſe in the 
Faces of the whole Company, on the Mention of a Fact which 
thus ignominiouſly reflects Diſhonour on their Country. Me- 
- thinks I can read Indignation in every Eye, againſt the bold 
Sullier of Eugliſb Fame, in the Inſtance under Conſideration. her 
Until of late Years, what Nation could boaſt of ſo abundant * 
a Fund of publick and private Honeſty and Generoſity? What ie 
People, till of late, were ſo revered and courted ? But behold '& 
how fallen we are! We are ſunk down to the Level of moſt a 
of our Neighbours, even as to our private Virtues; and for 7} 
our publick, we are ſunk lower than any of them. And what thy 
was it but the Miſcondu@ of our Miniſters which has ſunk ek 
our national Character to ſo low, ſo infamous an Ebb? tha 


But 


N 1 
as 8 But our Miniſters, not content to have paſt us for Knaves 
ol Aull over the Continent, for a Series of Years, have at laſt pro- 
Uuced us as the moſt finiſhed Fools of the Creation. I 
could produce many Inſtances of the moſt egregious Follies 
e have been guilty of ſince our Miniſters had thook Hands 
with Wiſdom and Probity ; but, in ſo intelligent a Company 


We as this, need I bring any other than the intended Partition of 
N- *Mhe Pruſſian Dominions, in 1741. and the 10th Article of the 
Zut Treaty of Worms in 1743? We were on no very good Terms 
| * with Pruſſia ever ſince the Death of his late Majeſty King 
4 


Peorge I. tho' of all the Courts of Europe we ſhould have en- 
Neavoured to cultivate the Friendſhip of that of Berlin the 
Moſt zealouſly and afſiduouſly. But, in lieu of endeavourin 


rk tc bring back that natural, uſeful, Proteſtant Ally to the U- 
in- gion and F riendſhip that had ſubſiſted for Ages between the 
the I 


Houſes of Lunenburg and Brandenburg, by an equitable Removal 
of Obſtruftions, we took the moſt direct and thorteſt Road i- 
maginable to ſevere and disjoin theſe near Relations for ever. 
No private Man, without a very extraordinary and uncom- 
Ms on Stock of Charity and Self- Denial, could be brought to 
ung *Þrgive the Man that ſhould attempt to ſtrip him of his Eſtate, 
$7 ſend him and his Family a-begging. Yet our Machiavels 
h as Fase not, or rather would not ſee that they were opening ſuch 
, in © Breach, by their Attempt of partitioning the Dominions of 
cree ruſſia, as could never be healed. They would not ſee nei- 
er, that ſuch. a Breach muſt, in its Conſequences, give the 
epeſt Wounds to the Intereſts and Liberties of theſe Na- 
ns, and of the United Provinces, whoſe Safety and Wel- 
re an Engliſh Miniſter ſhould no more loſe Sight of than of 


1 the thoſe of his own Country. 
hich The preſent cloſe Union between the Courts of Ver/ailles 
Me- d Berlin, and the rapid Conqueſts of the former in the Ne- 
bold Werlands, are no more than what might be naturally appre- 
tion. Mnded by the Breach widened between us and Pruſſia, by the 
1dant nous intended Partition already taken Notice of; theſe Con- 
V hat F&uences were ſo obvious, that the greeneſt Clerk in the Of- 
chold e of the Miniſter who projected it, could not but have fore- 


n them. | 

But were not the bad Conſequences of the 1oth Article of 

he Treaty of Worms as obvious and viſible ? Might it not be 

n, was it not foreſcen here at Home, ond all over Europe, 
wat the flagrant Injuſtice intended the Republick of G 40 

«4 . would 
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France and Spain? „ 4 


dolence and Inattion, by the 1oth Article of the Treaty of 
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would ſorce that aggrieved People to ſeek the Protection of 


Behold. in theſe two Inſtances, among a Multitude which 
might be produced, the late luxuriant Increaſe of our Folly a; 
well as Dichoneſty. We had put ourſelves to an enormous 
Expence in Support of the Houſe of Auſtria, and Balance of 
Power, ſince the Death of the Emperor Charles VI. and to pre. 
vent the farther Increaſe of the Houſe of Bourbon. This we 
did, thinking it of abſolute Neceſſity, tho* but indiflerently 8 
circumſtanced to engage in fo vaſt an Undertaking. But, all 
the While, were we not doling away our Treaſures with one 
Hand, and pulling down our Friends and Allies, and ſetting % 
up our Enemies with the other? 4 

We maintained a great Fleet at an immenſe Expence, to 
protect our Allies in /uly, and to prevent the French and Spa- 
niards from being in a Condition to act offenſively there. With 
the ſame View we granted the King of Sardinia a vaſt Sub- 
ſidy. This Meaſure undoubtedly was right. But if fo, muſt 
it not be as undoubtedly wrong to diſoblige the Genee/e, ſo as 
to force them, by the moſt palpable Injuſtice that ever was 
committed by any national Compact, to ſupply all thoſe 
Wants and Deficiencies which our naval Power had hitherto F : 
been the Means of? 8 

The Cenoeſe, as a frugal, induſtrious, trading People, could 
have no ambitious Views to Conqueſt, or Increaſe of Terri. 
tory ; therefore we are to preſume they would have preſerved Þ 
the ſtricteſt Neutrality between the contending Powers, had not 
their Liberties and Commerce been ſo weakly and ſhameſully 
ſtruck at, by thoſe who ſet up for the general Bulwarks ol 
Freedom. This Suppoſition being too natural and ſelf- evi- 
dent to be denied, it muſt neceſſarily be concluded, that we; 
had ſorced that pacifick State out of her long and native In- 


I/orms, and compelled her, by a fatal Neceſſity, to join ou 
Enemies in her own Defence. The Alliance of ſuch a tra- 
ding Republick as Gena, abounding in the beſt Seamen of the 8 
Lelliterranean, is of the utmoſt Advantage to Spain and France 
and may, and probably will be of the utmoſt Prejudice to 
Great-Britain. 
But, Sir, have we acted more conſiſtently, more rationally, 3 
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or more equitably ſince the Commiſſion of that glaring Blun 
der, which has loſt Italy, and I tear has loſt us his Sardinian? 
Majeſty. 


J (4 1 
Majeſty, who muſt of Neceſſity ſubmit to the Yoke which 
our Stupidity had fitted for him? To be revenged of the Re- 
hich 2 publick of Gena, for a Meaſure which we ourſelves had for- 


ly as ced her into, we not only ſupport,” but encourage the Rebe/- 
nous lion of her Subjects in Corſica, in favour of a Prince who ne- 
de of ver pretended any Title to that Iſland. Let the World judge 
pre. of the Rectitude and Expediency of ſuch a Support to the 
se Corſican Rebels, at a Time that we were calling upon all our 
ntly Allies abroad, and moving Heaven and Earth at home, to ex- 


t, afl tinguiſh a Rebellion in the Bowels of our own Country. 


one I have oſten lamented the Decay of publick Spirit among 
tting us ſince the Days of our Youth. Thoſe here of my ſtanding, 

may remember how publick Treaties were ſcrutinized, and 
e, to Miniſters cenſured and puniſhed before the Revolution. But, 
Spa- of late, the Impunity of Miniſters ſeems to be woven into our 


Vith 


Conſtitution. 


The Miniſter who preſided in the Cabinet, 


Sub- when the iniquitous Scheme for partitioning the Pruſſian Do- 
muſt # minions was hatched, was let down as gently, cheriſhed as 
ſo as much, and conſulted and confided in as much after he reſigned, 
- was as if he had been the Father and Preſerver of the State. The 
thoſe more modern miniſterial Schemiſt, the Obſtructor of a Peace 
herto at Hanau, and Negbtiator- at Worms, fell no leſs gently on the 
Court-Dovn, than his Predeceſſor did; nor was he leſs con- 
ould. ſulted and confided in after his Fall, if it may be called a Fall, 
*erri- & to riſe in Power and Confidence behind the Curtain, when for- 
erved 8 ced from the publick Stage. 
d not Hut here let us admire the ſecret Workings of Providence; 
fully let us exult, and adore that divine Power, which has lately 
ks of avenged, in ſome Meaſure, an injured Nation on the grand 
f.evi- # Spoiler and Delinquent. Was he ſuſceptible of Remorſe, or 
at we F acquainted with Modeſty, we might expect he will retire for 
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ty ol ir 
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tra- 


ever from a Court, where he acted ſo mean, ſo ignominious a 
Part. To be the fluttering Butterfly of a Day only; to be 


the Butt of a Party; to be their Shittle-Cock, bandied about 


as they were pleaſed to be in or out of Humour; to be, in 


the ſhort, the Scoff of his own Country, and the Jeſt of Europe: 
rance Who, I fay, but one of the E of e's Intrepidity 
de to and Inſenſibility, could ſtand the Shock of ſuch Contumely, 
much leſs /mile upon and congratulate his Succeſſors, as he came 
nally, em reſigning the $———-5 of his Office, which he held but 
Blun for a Day: We | | 
dini . Who 
jeltyþ. 
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Who can help ſmiling at the Zeal of certain Men, who, 
out of their Regard for the Honour of their Country, 
have laboured to retrieve the Glory of the Britiſh Navy, by 
examining into the Conduct of certain Officers who had 
misbehaved in the Mediterranean, while no Enquiry had been 
promoted for an Inſpection into the Conduct of a daring Mi- 
niſter, who, by obſtructing one Treaty, and making anther, 
has loſt Italy and Flanders, and who, by other — Zou has 
prolonged the War on the Continent, and even gave Birth to 
the Rebellion which has diſtracted us for ſo many Months paſt ? 
But, as I faid before, the Indemnity of Miniſters is become 
Part of our Conſtitution. And why not as well as Corrup- 
tion, which was ublickly preached up, as neceſſary and con- 
ſtitutional, in a bh Adminiſtration ? 

My Abhorrence of every arrogant, preſumptuous and ſecret 
Enemy of my Country, may have warmed and hurried me 
beyond the Bounds I had ſet myſelf, when I ſtood up to of- 
fer you a Scheme I had formed, on the matureſt Deliberati. 
on, for giving a laſting Peace to theſe Nations. But, Sir, 
I am too 9 atquainted with the Virtues of this Company, 
not to flatter myſelf, that I ſhall be excuſed for the Digreſſi- 
on, and the Time I may have taken up. 

Moſt of the Schemes that have been propoſed to-Night, 
for reſtoring Peace, ſeem rather calculated fr the ſud bee 
than Futurity. But, Sir, we have dealt too long in tempo- 
rary Expedients of late Years, and have ſuffered fo obviouſly 
by them, that I hoped no Member of this venerable Societ 
would have confined his Reſearches, or preſcribed Methods 
which had already failed, and brought all our preſent Misfor- 
tunes upon us. 5 

During the long Adminiſtration of the late grand Corrup- 
ter, it was one continued Chain of Expedients, which exiſted 
no longer than from one Seſſion of Parliament to another. 
Could he patch up any Treaty or Convention in the Sum- 
mer, ſo ſmooth and plauſible as to obtain the Sanction of a 
Majority of Penſioners in the Winter, it was the Ultimate 
of his Ambitien. By this mean Artifice, theſe low, grove- 
ling Shifts, he not only brought his Country into a Sort of 
abject Subſerviency to the Courts of the Continent, but into a 
Diſreputeation, which has been a Clog upon our Affairs ever 


Kace, and probably will continue to be ſo, while our * 


6.19.2 
I ſters "a obliged to purſue two different and incompatible In- 
: tere 
But, Sir, as much as I think we have Reaſon to condemn 
the late grand Corrupter, for ſacrificing the National to a 
| Foreign Intereſt, in many Inſtances, and for laviſhing the 
| publick Treaſure in Support of his temporary Expedients, L 
| think myſelf obliged, in Juſtice, to ſay of him, that he un- 
| derſtood the true Intereſt of his Country, beſt of any Miniſter 
| we had ſince Queen Eliſabeth. And let me do him the Juſtice, 
likeways, to ſay, that he was igclined to putſue that true 
Intereſt, and did, as far as was poſſible for him, conſidering 
he muſt neceſſarily turn his Thoughts to a different Intereſt, 
which has obliged him oſten to break in upon his general 
Syſtem, 

"Meant to his own Preſervation, Peace was the principal Ob- 
je& in Sir Robert Walpole's View; andy without all Diſpute, 
the Miniſter who knows and purſues the true Intereſt of this, 

| or any other trading Nation, muſt have Peace and Tranquie 
| lity eternally in his View. The jarring Intereſts which Sir 
Robert, as a Miniſter ſerving a Family poſſeſſed of different 
Dominions, was obliged to purſue, led him often into a Ne- 
ceſſity of bickering with the Courts of Vienna and Madrid; 
| but he was ſure never to nurſe up a Miſunderſtanding with 
that of France, well knowing that no other Power was in Con- 
dition to ſupport, or could ſo well and readily foment a 
Rebellion in favour of the Pretender. And is not the ReQi- 
tude of that Miniſter's Politicks, in this Inſtance, viſible, 
from the Conſequences of the contrary Conduct of his imme- 
diate Succeſſor, who may be ſaid to have hatched and nurſed 
up the preſent Rebellion, by forcing France into the War 
a now ſubſiſting between the two Nations? | 
| But Sir Robert went a Step farther towards preventing a- 
ny inteſtine Commotions in favour of the exiled Family, 
. whom he might ſuppoſe to have ſtill ſome ſecret Friends re- 
L maining. And in this he did but follow the Example of 
- King William, who was known to have made a conſiderable 
; yearly Remittance to the late King James, by the Hands of 


f Ide late Earl of J——»y, Grandfather to the preſent 


CTT 
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r Sir Kobert, tho' no Book-worm, was perhaps the beſt read 
[+ in human Nature of any Man in his Time: That he was 


* perſectly skilled in the Strength and Weakneſs of Man, ap- 
| pears” 


„ 
rs evidently. by his bidding up to the Price of all whom 
e had a Mind to corrupt to his Purpoſe. He knew to a 

Guinea what to offer, and when to advance in his Salaries ; 

and conſidering his perfect Knowledge of his own Species, || | 

and his pecuniary Power, I have often wondred how he came || 

to be forced from the Helm. I have heard indeed that he 

himſelf ſhould have imputed his Fall to Supineneſi, grown up- 
on him by a too conſtant Courſe of Succeſs; and I am apt 

to believe it, becauſe, conſidering the general Depravity he 

himſelf had introduced during a very corrupt and a very 

long Adminiſtration it is not likely he would have been o- 

verſet, had he not thought himſelf too ſecure. 

That pacifick, wiſe Miniſter, treading exactly in the De- 
liverer's Steps, remitted annually a very conſiderable Sum 
to Rome, by the Hands of a worthy Member of this venerable 
Society, lately deceaſed. How prudent was this Conduct, | tj 
how conſummate were the Politicks, by which a neceſſitous | © 
Competitor was lulled into Eaſe and Inactivity! Sir Robert b 
was no leſs a Stranger to the Force of Neceſſity than Power I p. 
of Gold. He was ſenſible that Neceſſity was truly the Mo- 0 
ther of Invention; and therefore wiſely prevented that Neceſſi- b. 
ay which might put the Pretender upon inventing Schemes for || {1 
creating Convulſions in theſe Countries. T 

| While the Pretender's Sons were in their Nonage, Sir la 
1 Robert's Scheme was very well laid, and ſucceeded accor- an 
4. dingly, becauſe he took Care to keep well with France: But fu 
'F the Caſe is now altered; the Sons of the Competitor are now me 
own up, and we know, to our Coſt, that one of them, at du 
Feat, is ſuppoſed to be as wiſe and reſolute as he is known | th 
to be indefatigable and ambitious. We are therefore to ſhape me 
our Conduct, in regard to that Family, according to the 
Change and Nature of Things. We muſt mould our Poli- || th, 
ticks according to the Diſpoſition of the Objects to be wrought I the 
u N. L 
5 I fear, would not now anſwer onr Purpoſe, as in V 
Sir Robert's Days. The Father's Age might incline him to D. 
Eaſe, but the warmer Blood of the Sons impel them to AQi-, | rof 
on. The Elder, particularly, we are told, is of an active [Ev 
Genius. He has already taſted of Powes, and probably is | ten 
own in Love with Rule and Superiority ; therefore we are | wil 
not to ſuppoſe, that any Sum we could ſpare, would . ete 
0 | uch rule 
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' ſach-a buſy, independent Mind as . unleſs he had a Sove-. 


reignty in View. 

It is on this Preſumption, Sir, that I have attempted to 
build a Scheme, which, in all Probability, will anſwer the 
Views of the Pretender's Family, but which thould and would 
be the leaſt of my Care, if the Intereſts of our auguſt Mo- 
narch, his Royal Family, and theſe Nations, did not ſeem to 
me at preſent to be more concerned in ſatiating that neceſſi- 
tous Family, than moſt People imagine. It is thought to be 
no bad Policy for a Man to part with ſome ſmall Patch of 
an ample Eſtate, in order to ſecure the reſt from Chican 
and Law-Suits. How often do we {ce Men condeſcend to 
the Loſs of a Leg or Arm for the Preſervation of the Body ? 
Ampuration 1s generally attended with Succeſs, and of abſo- 
lute Neceſſity when the Part to be ſevered comes to be mor- 
tified. Bodies politick are no leſs liable to Mortification, in 
one Senſe, than the human; and Aniputation, ſometimes, 
becomes equally neceſſary to both. No Man would with to 
part with ever ſo ſmall a Selvage of an Eſtate, any more than 
one would wiſh to part with a Limb of ever ſo little Uſe ; 
but, Mr. Preſident, a good and wiſe Man will bend to Neceſ- 
ſity. A 2 Man will readily agree to facrificing a 
Trifle to future Eaſe and Happineſs. A generous Man will 
lay ſome Reſtraint upon himſelf, if it contribute to the Peace 
and Well-Being of Numbers. A tender Parent will chear- 
fully concur in every Expedient tending to the Aggrandize- 
ment and future Tranquility of his Children. Even an in- 
dulgent Maſter would break in upon his own Inclination, if 
the Breach contributed to the Peace and Welfare of -his Do- 
meſticks and Dependents. 

It is our Happineſs, our peculiar Happineſs above all o- 
ther Nations, to be governed by a Prince diſtinguiſhed for 
the moſt eminent and exalted Virtues. He is endowed with 
Qualitics peculiar to the Great and Good only. His Experi- 
cence and conſummate Wiſdom help him to ſee and prevent 
Dangers and Inconveniencies ; and his Indulgence and Gene- 
roſity induce him to bear, or wiſh to bear, a Portion of an 
Evil that ſhall befal Subjects, whom he views with the kind, 
tender Eyes of a Parent. Never was a People bleſſed in a 
wiſer, more generous, and compaſſionate Prince ; and, to the 
eternal Honour of our Nation be it ſaid, never did Prince 
rule over a more loyal and generous People. He has OY 
eu u 
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ſhewn us, that our Welfare was his chief Study, and our 
Content his only Care. How ardently did he with, that the 
common Safety would permit the leſſening our "Taxes, and 
the Diſcharge of our Debts? The War with Spain was for- 
ced upon him, by the Perfidiouſneſs of that Court, and Incon- 
ſiderateneſs of a violent, ſpirited Party among his Subjects: 
That with France was an unavoidable Neceſſity, chiefly owing 
to the falle Ambition of the late Miniſter, who thought to 
perpetuate his own Power by involving his Prince and his 
Country in the Expence, Confuſions, and Calamities of a 
French War. 

I am not inſenſible, that it has been inſinuated, even in the 
Senate, that the Extenfion and Aggrandizement of his Maje- 
ſty's Eletiral Dominions, were the Motives in View, when 
the Treaty of Hanau was obſtructed, and the Patience of 
France was puſhed to Extremity. But what Villainy are not 
wicked Men capable of? What Calumny won't a reſtleſs 
Mind, and an evil Diſpoſition, attempt to fix on the Great 
and Innocent? Can we wonder that Hanover ſhould be made 
accountable for the preſent French War, when it was charged, 
in the late Reign, with our alternate expenſive Quarrels in 
the North with Sweden and Ruſſia? Was not our prudent 
Paſſivene/s, in regard to France, during all Sir Robert Walpole's 
long Adminiſtration, imputed to a ſeparate Intereſt, that of 
Hanover, tho* it was obviouſly calculated for the Eaſe and 
Saſety of theſe Nations? And is not the ſame Intereſt invidi- 


_ ouſly charged with creating a Coldneſs and Diffidence in the 


Pruſſian Court, which threw her into the Arms of France ? 
But, as happy as our Prince may be in our Loyalty and 
Generoſity, it muſt he allowed that our natural Stubbornneſs, 
Levity and Jealor/y, are capable of creating ſome Anxiety in 
his Royal Breaſt. Our Jea/ou/y muſt give moſt Pain, for tho? 
we are ſtubborn in Appearance, ſtill are we tame if managed 
with Skill; and tho' we are fickle, yet are we tenacioully 
ſteddy when the Glory and Safety of our Prince are in Dan- 
ger. Malpole's Adminiſtration is a Proof how tame we are 
in the Hands of an able Manager : We were bled in every 
Vein, tho? in Peace with all the World ; we were chained by 
new coercive Laws, and cramped in our Trade, yet we bore 
it all with true Britiſh Reſignation, which falls very little 
ſhort of Gallick, however we may flatter ourſelves to the con- 
trary. And our Zeal and Generoſity, on Occaſion of the 
preſent 
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preſent Rebellion, manifeſtly prove no leſs, that we are ſted- 
dy and ſincere when neceflary. Did any People in the 
World ever ſhew more Zeal and Steddineſs, more Loyalty 
and Generoſity? Is there any Inſtance in Hiſtory, of a Na- 
tion's going ſuch Lengths as we have, to ſecure the Crown 
to the Prince, and his Royal Family? The whole People 
ſeemed reſolved to die for the Prince; they waited but tor 
the Royal Permiſſion, to riſe openly in his Defence. Their 
Lives and Fortunes were equally at his Diſpoſal, not barely 
by Profeſſions on Paper, but by convincing ſolid Prools, 
Proofs which ſhew the inward Man, as coming from the 
Heart. The Scripture tells us, that where a Man's 'Trea. 
ſure is, there alſo is his Heart. And if fo, there is no 
Doubting, that his Majeſty commands all the Hearts of his 
People, ſince nothing is truer than that all their Riches 
were at his Service, as appears by the voluntary Sublcripti- 
ons by all Orders of People among us, but one, as obſerved 
belore. 

It is plain then, Sir, that however Nature may be deemed 
a Step-Mother to us, as to our Stubbornneſs and Levity, they 
are not ſuch as ſhould create Uneaſineſs in the Mind of our 
Prince, fince he has had the moſt ſubſtantial Proof, that we 
are not only as pliant and ſteddy, but as zealous, loyal, 
and generous, as he himſelf could wiſh us to be. It is not 
therefore againſt theſe Foibles that our Prince is to guard. 
Are we ſtubborn, are we fickle? We are tame and ſteddy 
when the Glory or Intereſt of our Royal Maſter require we 
ſhould be ſo. It is then from our 7ea/c:/ alone that he has 
any Thing to apprehend. This is the only Weaknels he has 
to guard againſt. It is a Weakneſs, I confeſs, capable of 
vait Increaſe, and of infinite Miſchicf. It is a Diſeaſe which 
no kind Uſage can cure; nay, which even the Reſolution of 
the infefted Party himſelf cannot eradicate : It generally 
proves too ſtubborn for either Art or Time, which gets the 
better of moſt other Failings and Diſtempers. 

Fealcuſy is a Jaundice of the Mind, which diſcolours all 
Objects in View. Where it takes Root in the Subject, let 
the Prince be never ſo wiſe, tender, benevolent, generous, 
compaſſionate; in ſhort, let him have all the Perfections 
Man is capable of, it is out of his Power to give entire 
Content. Fatal as Jealouſy commonly proves, inſectious as it 
is, yet it comes from a pure and generous Stock. Love is 

deemed 
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deemed to be its Parent, What Pity the Offspring of fo 
reputable a Sire thould be fo peeviſh, troubleſom, grovelling, 
and ſqeamiſh a Brat! 

We lebe our Prince, and doubt not that we are beloved in 
Return. We have given him the moſt binding Proofs of our 
Love, nor has he been leſs generous in conferring affectionate 
Favours upon us. One would think this reciprocal Love 


ſhould adminiſter entire Satisfaction; yet fo it happens, that 


it neceſſarily produces the natural Effect, Jealov/y. And 
whenever a Wife or Miſtreſs, a Lover or Husband, takes this 
Whim in the Head, adieu to real and ſtable Content: Nei— 
ther Innocence nor Virtue can recal Peace of Mind when 
once it is put to Flight by this buſy reſtleſs Fiend. 

By this Picture of 7ealou/5 it would ſeem an incurable Di- 
ſeale; but the Fact, however, happens luckily to be other- 
ways. There is a Remedy, and but one, in the whole Com- 
paſs of Art and Nature. Need I point out what this Ca- 
tholicon is to this venerable Aſſembly, who have ſo often 
experienced its Eſficacy ? Needed I have ſaid there was no o- 
ther Remedy, to thole who have tried all others in vain ? 
Cool and liquify the Blood of one in a Fever, and the Rage 
abates, the Patient recovers ; and why, but becauſe the Effet 
ceaſes as ſoon as the Cauſe is removed. 

It is admitted the Erg/i/h are by Nature jeahus of their Su- 
periors; * they are more ſo of Foreigners than they 
have Cauſe, or ought to be. They love their Prince with- 
out Meaſure, and would ingrols all his Love in Return. 

W , 
This may be thought unreaſonable; and yet it cannot be 
thought blameable in a People ſo willing and ready to facri- 
fice their Lives and Fortunes for their Prince as we are, to 
wiſh to be the ſole Ingroſſers of the Royal Heart. Had our 


auguſt Monarch no Dominions but ſuch as hold of the Crown 


which we moſt willingly preſented his Royal Family with : 
Had be no Subjecis but what owed Allegiance to the imperi- 
al Diadem he wears, there would, there could be no Room 
for J:alov/j. His Meaſures would be liable to no Miſconſtruc- 
tion; his Miniſters would fall under no Cenſure for purſuin 

a ſeparate Intereſt: In ſhort, none of the Quarrels "es. 
upon 1 would be imputed to a foreign Concern, a foreign 
Interett. 


Here then, Sir, is my Specifick, I am humbly of Opinion 
the Cauſe ſhould be removed, that the Effect may ceaſe. Ha- 


nover, 
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-nover, in my Judgment, is the Cauſe of that Jaundice which 
the People ſeem to have been ſeized with for a Series of Years. 
Tt his Majeſty would condeſcend to part with it, there would 
be an End of Jealouſy, no Traces of the Diſeaſe would re- 


main. It could find no Cranny to lurk in, as every Heart 
here would be engroſſed with Love, Love untinctured, un- 
mixed with 7ealſy and Diſtruſt. We of this Society are of 
Opinion, there is not at preſent ſo much as a colourable Pre- 
text for either. But, alas! Sir, will Jealouſy admit of Rea- 
ſon or Argument? Is it not a Jaundice of the Mind, which 
diſcolours the faireſt Objects? As well might one argue with 
a Lunatick, as with a jealous Perſon. Therefore, that this 
prey ing Diſtemper may ceaſe, ſhould be the With and Deſire 
of all good Subjects; and that the Cauſe, which created and feeds 
it, might be removed, ſhould be the humble Supplication of 
all who wiſh his Majeſty, and his Royal Progeny, to reign for 
ever unrivalled in the Hearts of all Britons. 

It is admitted, that the Ceſſon I humbly contend for is of 
high Conſequence and Importance. It is giving away for e- 
ver a ſplendid, ancient Patrimony ; a cheriſhed, a favourite, 
a beloved Patrimony, the Place of Birth. But who but great 
Princes are capable of making great Sacrifices? Who but the 
Great and Exalted are capable of great and generous Actions? 
Who hut Kings have Souls to deal out Royal Gifts ? If it ap- 
pear neceſſary that the Sacrifice be made; if it appear the De- 
fire of all loyal Britons, who would ſhed every Drop of their 
Blood in Defence of their Prince; if it appear for the Inte- 
reſt of his Majeſty himſelf and his Royal Family ; if it ap- 
pear that the Ceſſion would root up the Jealouſy of the Sub- 
ze, increaſe and perpetuate the mutual Happineſs of the 
Prince and People, and by Conſequence render the Nation 
richer and more formidable than ever, his Majeſty the power- 
fulleſt and beſt beloved Prince in the World: If, I fay, it ap- 
pear that theſe and many More Benefits would naturally reſult 
from a Ce/jion of the Eleftorate, Why ſhould we doubt of 
the Royal Condeſcenſion ? | 

Hanover may be a fine Country, much finer, perhaps, and 
richer than it was thirty Years ago, but {till it falls far ſhort 
of theſe Kingdoms in Beauty and Value. The Subjects 
there may be zealous, loyal, and affeftionate, but they can- 
not be more ſo than we have lately ſhewn ourſelves to, be. 


They may bave been more cheriſhed, but they could not 2 
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been more deſerving. They might be willing indeed to give 
their All, like the Corporation of Totne/5 ſome Years ago, but Cc 
that All was a Mite compared with what we gave; and our 
All, of infinite Value, was at his Majeſty's Service. Ha. 
renhauſen may be a fine Summer Reſidence, but can it be bet- 
ter ſituated than Windſor or Hampton-Court * The Palace in- 
deed may be more beautiful, coltly, and richer furniſhed, but 
what can the Superiority be owing to, but to the Wealth and 
Opulency of the Nation for whoſe future Happineſs the Ce/- 
fron is thought neceſſary ? 

A Propenſity to the Place of one's Nativity is natural; but 
if it be neceſſary to quit it for ſome Time, which has been no 
the Caſe, a Reſolution of quitting it for ever may become as the 
neceſſary. If then it ſhould appear to his Majeſty, that ſuch N 
2 Reſolution ſhould be taken at this Time, who can lay, who wh 
dare ſay, that he won't take it? Is he not the Father of his Ye 
People here? Has he not all along approved himſclf to be a ſtr: 
tender Parent ? Have not theſe his — Children behaved fan 
towards him with unbounded Generoſity ? Have they not Itha 
confirmed to him, lately, their Zeal and Affection? It theſe Pr 
Things be ſo; if he be, as it is known he is, that kind, indul-F 
gent Parent; if we be thoſe dutiful, grateful Children; if theſe in 
be unconteſted Truths and Facts, Why ſhall we doubt that De 
the Royal Heart will bend to procure us Peace, Safety, Plen-$$%! 
ty, and Satisfaction? 

Taking it for granted, that we may reckon upon the Roya! anc 
Indulgence, if it appear that a Ceſſion of Hanover be neceſſa- 
ry for procuring and perpetuating the Tranquility and Hap-Ithe 
pineſs of theſe Nations, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that theſe Su! 
happy Conſequences cannot reſult from it unleſs it be madeJcre 
to the Pretender. This may ſound harſh in the Ears of the be 

youthful, the hecdleſs and undiſcerning, but in ſo experienced, nat 
venerable an Aſſembly as this, the Propoſition muſt neceſſari- Ac 
ly mect with Applauſe and Approbation, if it appear found-J'P, 
ed on ſound and ſelf-evident Principles? | ve 

Many of our Society remember the Reſtoration, and the ( 
youngeſt among us were arrived at Manhood, and capable of ut 
Reflexion, when our Patriots brought about the late Revolu- tul 
tion. We all can call to Mind the Happineſs of thoſe Days, Pour 
when Trade flouriſhed, unclogged, unreſtrained, and unin-Poſt 
cumbered; when we had no Standing Army to Pays nor taſſthis 


awe us; when we had no Army of Drones employed in theſÞval 
| | Collectionſ ten 


- {got above 30 Millions more in Debt. 


CRIT 


collection of various and immenſe Taxes, unknown to our 


\nceſtors, and to us, till of late ; when we had few or no 
nal Laws ; when we had few Penſioners to pay ; when the 


Civil Liſt Revenue was ſmall, and the Article of Secret Ser- 
ice unknown; when we owed no Debts; when we had no 


Quarrels upon our Hands ; had nothing, or very little to do 
upon the Continent ; when, in ſhort, we had no Intereſt in 


View, but that of Britain, nor nothing to mind but our own 


Affairs. 

Theſe are Facts, which we all remember; Truths which 
none can deny. Nor is it leſs known to us, and evident to 
the whole People, that the pleaſing alluring Scene is altered. 
We are more ſenſible of the Alteration than the Means by 
which it was wrought. But need a Man be advanced to our 
Years, in order to know that all our Impediments, Cloggs, Re- 


a lſtraints, Expences, Debts, Taxes, coercive Laws, Fears, Dreads 


and Panicks ; need a Man, I ſay, be of our ſtanding, to know 
that this great Change in our Condition is ſolely owing to the 
Pretender and his Father. ; 
To keep ont King James II. we ſpent above 100 Millions, 
in King William's Reign, beſides getting about 20 Millions in 
Debt. In Queen Anne's Reign we ſpent no leſs a Sum, and 
In the late Reign we 
did not indeed increaſe our Debts, but they were not leſſened, 
and we made a Shift to raiſe 80 Millions upon the Subject, tho? 


ve were, or might have been at Peace with all the World. In 
p-Ithe preſent Reign, we have raiſed about 150 Millions on the 
e Subjects, and am much afraid our publick Debt is already in- 


creaſed from 50 to 0 Millions. I do not take upon me to 
be exact in my Calculations, having neither Leiſure nor Incli- 
nation for this Sort of Study ; but when the vaſt out-ſtanding 


* RAccounts of the Navy, and others, are brought in and made 


up, I fear our Debts would fall very little ſhort of 70 Millions 
yen at this Hour. 

On tne other Hand, if it be conſidered what an Ocean of 
man Blood has been ſpilt; that near Half a Million of uſe- 
ful Hands have been ſnatched from the Commonwealth during 
ur Conteſts ſince the Revolution, it may be ſuppoſed that we 


Poſt as many Millions otherwiſe as we expended to keep out 


his ſame Pretender, whom I am for getting rid of for ever, by 
making it his Intereſt never to trouble us, nor ſo much as at- 

tempt to ſet up a Claim to theſe Kingdoms. 5 
at 


ES 


TM... ES 


we — OE arts 7 Eero: 


o 
_ 
c ———— — 
e 


- r 


, 


0 
| 
4 
* 
= 
by 
"4 Y 
. 
1 
4 
4 
1 
* 
i 


© 24-,) : 

What has been, may not only be, but will very probably 
be hereafter. As all our Loſſes, Taxes, Debts, Impediments ; 
all our Troubles and Misfortunes, ſince the Rev:/ution to this 
Time, were owing to our Dread of the Pretender, may we 
not naturally ſuppoſe, that the ſame Dread will hang upon us 
for the Time to come? The ſame Cauſe ſubſiſting, the ſame 
Effect may be expected. And I believe it will be granted, 
that we are now in a far worſe Condition than heretofore, to 
ſupport ſo vaſt an Expence as our Dread of this Competitor 
obliged us to for the Time paſt. My Study therefore has 
been, how to get rid of this read of this expenſive Panick, 
which has involved us, I may ſay ſunk us, almoſt to Deſpair. 

Can it be ſaid, that the Expreſſion is unapt, however harſh 
and uncouth, when the preſent unpleaſing Situation of our 
Affairs is conſidered ? Flanders loſt, the Dutch brought to the 
Brink of Ruin, the King of Sardinia forced to ſubmit to the 
Houſe of Bourbon, the Houſe of {uſtria compelled to yield 
® Italy, Silefia and the Netherlands, that of Saxony as well as 

at of Auſtria forced to bow to Pruſſia, become unalterably 
an Ally to France. Add hereunto the Proſpect here at home. 
Credit at a low Ebb, Trade and Induſtry at a Stand, Money 
ſcarce, Luxury, Irreligion, and Immorality increaſing, much 
Murmur and Diſcontent, Invaſions hourly expected from a- 
broad, and torn and diſtrafted by a dangerous Rebellion at 
home. What can create Deſpair, if ſuch a Situation as ours 
at preſent does not? Yet, deſperate as the Diſeaſe is, it is not 


incurable. The Pretender may be ſaid to be this dangerous 


Diſeaſe, which requires an immediate Cure, as he occaſions 
that Dread which has occaſioned all our Troubles and Moes, 
and let me ſay, all the preſent Troubles and Woes of our 
Allies—But to the Cure of our Diſcaſe. 

The Pretender being the Origin of all our Woes, .it is be- 
come our Intereſt to get fairly rid of him, and his Family for 
ever. The Thing is of abſolute Neceſſity, you will ſay ; it 
is meet and eligible, but how to be brought about and accom- 
pliſhed ? Why thus, by making it worth his While to be quiet 
himſelf, and let us be ſo too. A Sum of Money will not an- 
{wer the Purpoſe, for his eldeſt Son has taſted of Sovereignty, 
and we are not to ſuppoſe that he will be brought to renounce, 
for himſelf and his Heirs, all claim to theſe Nations, unleſs 
he can live with Splendour out of /taly, a Country he is ſaid 
to have reſolved never to return to. 
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In order to get rid of this troubleſom Family, by content- 
ing them, my humble Propoſal would be, to ſupplicate his 
Majeſty, to make them an ample and formal Ceſſion of his E- 
lectorate, on Condition the Pretender and his Sons renounce for 
ever all Claim to theſe Kingdoms. Theſe Renunciations to 
be guarantied by all the Powers of Europe, and particularly 
by the Empire. | 

I believe it will not be doubted, that the Pretender and his 
Sons would gladly embrace ſuch an Offer : It cannot be ima- 
gined they would refuſe ſuch a high and ſplendid Dignity as 
that of Elector of the Holy Roman Empire : It cannot be ſup- 
poſed they, would refuſe ſuch a Dominion as the Electorate of 


Hanover, producing above 200,000 L. Sterling annually : It 
cannot, I ay, be thought that the Stewart Family would wave 


ar 


an Ofter of ſuch Subſtance for a Shadow. No, no; the Bait 
js too alluring to be withſtood. Hanover, improved, cnriched 
and embelliſhed, as it is at preſent, is too tempting to be re- 
fuſed ; the Gift is of too great Value, even ſuppoſing all the 
vaſt Treaſure there ſhould be brought back whence it was ta- 
ken, not to be accepted of, We will therefore conclude the 
Pretender and his Sons would acquieſce for ever in Conſide- 
ration of ſo valuable a Ceſſion. To 

Let us now ſee, if it would not be the Intereſt of our Royal 
Family to get rid of theſe troublelom Competitors, even at 
the Expence of Cediug theſe foreign Dominions to them for e- 
yer. That it would be the Intereſt of Britens to get rid of 
theſe Pretenders, is beyond all Doubt. They have ocaſioned 


all our Misfortunes for the Time paſt, nor can we hope to re- 


cover, or be great or flouriſhing for the future, unleſs we are 


caſed of that Dread which hangs upon us. 


By the Ceſſion our Royal Family might loſe a Revenue of 
200,000 L. a Year; we will make it up to them by adding fo 
much to the preſent Civil Liſt Revenue. They might fear to 
loſe their Weight in Germany by ceding the Electorate. On 
the contrary, their Influence in Germany, and elſewhere, would 
increaſe with their Power, which muſt neceſſarily augment, as the 
7ealouſy of the People here ſubſided, and their Wealth increaſed. 

But it may be urged, that if the Stewarts were ſettled at 
Hanover, they might, notwithſtanding Renunciations, give us 
Diſquiet by future Attempts of Invaſions. The Graranties 
propoſed to be obtained, and particularly that of the Empire, 


would be a certain Security for their good Behaviour. * 
. belides, 
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Defides, that the Fleforate may have no Communication with 
the Sea, I would propoſe reſtoring Bremen and Verden back to 
Sweden, from whom they had been forcibly torn. By a Ceſſion 
of theſe Dutchies, we recover and ſecure the Friendihip of a 
powerful Nation, who would at all Times be a Check on the 
Stewarts, ſhould they imprudently attempt violating their 
Compacts. But it is improbable they would ever make any 
ſuch Attempt, ſecing they could have no Communication with 
the Sea; that they could not poſhbly be ſupported by France 
or Spain, and that they could hope for no Friends or Abet- 
tors in theſe Nations, after making folemn Renunciations. 

By the Ceſſon here humbly propoſed, we ſhould not only 
get rid of the Stewart Family for ever, and conlequently of 
that Dread which occaſioned ſo enormous an Expence fince 
the Revolution, but likeways of that Fealon/y which may have 
hung on the Minds of Britons ſince the Acceſſion. W hy hall 
we attempt hiding a Sore, which has appeared more or leſs, 
in all Orders of our People, fince his late Majeſty's firſt Jour- 
ney to Hanover ? They are not, they cannot be the King's 
Friends, who would skin over this Sore. We are by Nature 
a jealous People, more ſo, perhaps, of our Governors than 
other Nations. We have beſides a natural Contempt for Fo- 
reigners. We love our Prince, and his Royal Family, with- 
out Meaſure, being from Nature unlimited and unbounded in 
all our Affections and Paſſions. If then this Portraiture be re- 
ſembling, what Wonder is it, that we ſhould be jea/ons of our 
Prince, while he has foreign Dominions which he may have 
an Inclination to viſit every Year ? It would be rather a W on- 
der if we were not jealous. We ſhould act out of Charac- 
ter if we did not murmur at thoſe annual Royal Peregrina- 
tions. We ſhould ceaſe to be Eng/i/bmen did we not ſuppoſe 
a Partiality in favour of our Fellow-Subjects of Hanover. 
We ſhould ceaſe to be what we are, a ſuſpicious, jealous, re- 
ſenting Nation, if we did not impute all our Misfortunes 
ſince the Acceſſion, particularly fince the Death of the Em- 

eror Charles VI. to a Prejudice in favour of the Electorate. 

It would be a Vanity to attempt palliating the Matter. A 
Jealouſy on account of Hanover is uttered by every Tongue, 
and viſible in every Eye. The King 5 warmeſt and beſt 
Friends and Subjects are the loudeſt in the Head. As their 
Love is ſtrongeſt, their Concern is deepeſt. They own the 
Fropenkity or Partiality they complain of to be _— 

They 


WE. «5 
They do not complain of it as a Fault or Error, tho” they la- 
ment that ſuch natural Partiality ſhould obſtruct their in- 
groſſing wholly the Royal Mind to themſelves, 

Let us then, like loyal Subjects and faithful Friends, own 
a Jealou/; which aſtefts ſo nearly our auguſt Prince and his 
Royal Family. It would be Madneſs to go about diſguiſing 
what is viſtble to all the World. The Queſtion therefore 
ought not to be, whether we be infected, but how to remove 
the Infection. But, Sir, without removing the Car/e, as has 
been hinted before, can it be hoped the Eped will ceaſe? If 
Hanger then be that Cauſe, can we hope the Efed, that is, 
the 7eal-y/y ariſing from his Majcſty's Poſſeſſion of it, will 
ceaſe, till it get into other Hands? 

On this plain and natural Suppoſition, that our Jealouſy will 
continue as long as our Royal Family will poſſeſs foreign Do- 
minions, -we may conclude that the joint Intereſt of the Prince 
and People require that a Ceſian of Hanver be made to ſome 
other Family. The only Doubt then that can remain, is, to 
whom ought the Ceſion to be made? The King of Pruſſia is a 
near Relation; the Ceſſion of ſo great and contiguous a Ter- 
ritory, would not only add to the Strength of the Proteſtant 
Intereſt, but bid fair for regaining the Friendſhip and Confi- 
dence of that ee Prince, and detaching him from 
France. Therefore is he intitled to the Preſerence before all 
others. Another will ſay, it Hanover is to be given away, 
who ſhould have it but the Duke of Cumberland, who deſerves 
ſo well of his Royal Father and the Publick, and who has 
not, nor can have any Settlement of Territory made upon 
him within theſe Realms. 

I ſhould have no Objection to the Ceding Hancver to the 
Houle of Brandenburg, if it had not cvidently been the joint 
Intereſt of our Royal Family, and theſe Nations, to prefer 
that of Stewart. But as for his Royal Highneſs the Duke, 
I conſent, with all my Heart, that he have Ireland or Scotland 
ſettled upon him, if the Legiſlature agree to it. I think no 
Gift 100 valuable for him, no Settlement equal to his Merit; but 
whatever is given him, I am of Opinion ſhould not be out 
of the Britiſh Empire. We were like to be undone formerly, 


. by our Princes having Territorics on the Continent, and we are 


Jealous that our preſent Misfortunes have a ſimilar Foundation. 
Was Hanover ceded to the Duke, our Jealouſy would {till ſub- 
ſit, as the Cauſe would be only ſhifted from one Hand of the ſame 

Family 
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Family to another, but not removed. We have ſeen how the 
different Branches of the Houſe of ia aided cach other, 
and were always involved together. We fee thoſe of the 
Houſe of Bourbon ſupporting each other, and being involved 
together. The like Friendſhip may, very probably would, 
ſubſiſt between the different Branches of our Royal Houle. 
Therefore may we Engli//men naturally dread being involved 
in all the future Brangles and Quarrels which the younger 
Branch of our Royal Family may bring upon itſelf. 

We have or ought to have been ſurfeited with Conteſts on 
the C:ntinent ſince the Revolution, Our Trade and Situation 
forbid our meddling, otherways than by Mediation, in the 
Diſputes of the Powers on the Continent : But while our Roy- 
al Family have Teritories on the Continent, we cannot poſlibly 
be Neuters in the Conteſts of theſe Powers. Here is one 
Cauſe of our Fealonuſy ; the next is Partiality, which Exgliſb- 
men will always ſuppoſe to be in favour of Hanweriang, while 
both People have the ſame Maſter. 

I am not arguing for the Rectitude of our Jealouſy, T endea- 
vour only to prove the Exiſtence of the Diſeaſe, and offer a 
Remedy. We were jealous of King William, and our Jealou- 
þ grew up at laſt to that Height, that it became troubleſom, I 
may ſay intolerable to that great Prince. It became vexatious 
even to ourſelves, but the Diſeaſe was incurable while that 
Prince held the Stadtholderſhip of Holland, and took Delight 
in often viſiting his native Country. We were jealous that 
all our Expence of Blood and Treafure in King Milliam's 
Reign was owing to Partiality to the Intereſts of the Repu- 
blick of Hollaud. But we ſhould never have thought fo, if 
he had no Territory on the Continent, or a private or perſonal 
Intereſt foreign to that of theſe Nations. Our Jealouſy on 
that Account may have been unjuſtifiable ; our Jealauſj of the 
late King, probably, was no better founded; our preſent Jea- 
huſj may have no Foundation at all. But, as I faid before, 
there is no Colour but Yellow appears to a jaundiced Eye. 
Let the Diſeaſe be cured, and Objects will appear what they 


really are. But is the Diſeaſe, that is, the Efed, to ceale | 


without removing the Cauſe ? It cannot without an Inverſion 

of the ordinary Laws of Nature. 

Ik it be true, then, that the Cauſe of our Fealou/ is no others 

ways to be removed than by a Gefion of Hanover; and if it be 

likeways true, that this Ce/izn, made to any other but the 
Pretender, 


fp. 
Pretender. will not anſwer the Purpoſe or Views of either 


the Prince or People. If again it be true, that by ſuch a 
Ceſſion we are likely to get intirely cured of our Jealouſy, and 
get rid of the Pretender for ever; ſhould this, I ſay, appear 
to our common Parent in the Light it does to me, we have 
all the Reaſon in the World to hope he will lend a conde- 
ſcending Ear to the humble Supplication of his People. 

But it may be ſaid, that all Confiderations on this Head are 
ſuperfluous and unneceſſary at preſent, as the Rebellion is now 
at an End. No Subject the King has here, or even at Hano- 
ver, wiſhes more ardently the Extinction of the Rebellion than 
I do. We of this venerable Society have aided more than 
any Set of Men in the Nation, towards putting an End to 
our Confuſions. But, Sir, arduouſly as we wiſh the Rebellion 
to be at an End, we cannot ſo ſhut up the Eyes of our Un- 
derſtanding, as not to fee that it ſtill ſubſiſts; as not to fear 
that it only recoils, like the Roman Battering-Ram, to advance 
again with the greater Vehemence, Force and Danger. We 
tear France is engaged by Treaty, and willing to ſupport the 
Pretender; and we no leſs fear, that her Conqueſt of the Ne- 
therlands, and her Peace with Sardinia, will enable and ſpirit 
her more than ever to perform her Engagements. 

Lam not therefore, Sir, for vainly flattering myſelf, that 
the Pretender and France will let us be quiet, even ſhould his 
Royal Highneſs, the Duke, be able to 3 the Son and Ally 
out of Scotland. And even ſhould we, for the Sake of draw- - 
ing Breath, after ſo expenſive a Carreer as we have run ſince 
the breaking out of the preſent War, agree to an unſafe, e- 
ven an ignominious Peace, how ſhall our Condition be bet- 
tered? That we cannot hope for a good and honourable 
Peace, is indiſputable, if Matters do not greatly mend both 
at Home and Abroad. Such a Peace, as we have any Right 
to hope for in our preſent Situation, _ in its own Nature 

recarious, muſt probably, nay, neceſſarily produce new and 
faden Miſchiefs and Confuſions. Thus again may we ex- 
RE to be obliged to launch out ſoon into an Ocean of new 
roubles and Expences. Momentary Expedients may be 


thought on and „ ere as in the Valpolean Adminiſtration ; 


our Wounds may be skinned over by ſome State - Quack for a 
Time; but, alas! all this will but hurry on our Ruin more 
ſwiftly and certainly. The Dread of Invaſions, Commotions. 

| in 
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in "ſhort, of the Pretender, will ſtill prey upon us and ob- et 
ſtruct our Happineſs. © _ | 
But, ſuppoſing we ſhould over-reach France in the Cabinet, ra 
which would be ſome Novelty, and lure her into an honour- 
able Peace; ſuppoſe we ſhould be able to dictate to that haugh- | © 
ty Crown, as we did at Utrecht, how long could we hope to || di 
be at Peace with her? Or, even did a Peace exiſt between us | w 
and France, ſhould we not ſtill be obliged to continue a vaſt I hi 
Expence, as we did from the Acceſian down to the breaking hi 
out of the preſent War, tho' all that long Period of Time 8e 


we were at Peace ? 


In ſhort, there ſeems to be no Remedy againſt impending || oi 
Evils, Evils arifing from a Dread of the Pretender, but by the th 
Means humbly propoſed by my Scheme. No Peace can ſe- ne 
cure us from the Dread which hangs upon us; nor no Secu- fe 
rity that France can give us, will wear off this Dread; and, th 

whale it remains, our Expence muſt continue. Therefore, it 
we would be eaſy, if we would ſec an End to our Extrava- ;e 
gance and Expence, if we would get rid of a ſtanding Army, oi 
if we would purſue and extend our Trade, if we would en- fir 
courage Induſtry, if we would be eaſed of Taxes, if we ce, 
would wiſh to ſee our Debts diſcharged, if m would be 73 
cured of our Jealouſy of our Royal Family on account of I to 
their foreign Dominions, if we would reſtrain future Miniſters N. 
from paying Court, by the Purſuit of a foreign Intereſt, at the Bus 
Expence of theſe Nations; if, in fine, we would wiſh to be R. 
happy ourſelves, and raiſe our Prince to the Pinacle of hu- la 
man Power, Greatneſs and Glory, we muſt find out ſome on 
Means of drawing off the Pretender and his Sons from the ci; 
Purſuit of their pretended Claim to our imperial Crown. 
Without this Precaution, without laying this Foundation, I 
fear we ſhall build in vain. And, need I repeat it, is there 
any Means fo likely for weaning the Stewarts from their Pre- 
. tenſions ? Is there any Compenſation we can make, ſo likely 
to be accepted by them, as the Ceſſion IL humbly propoſe ? Is 
there, in ſhort, any Method more eligible for laying our 
Fears, Dread and Fealouſies ? If there be, I wiſh ſome Pa- 
triot Pen would point it out to us, it being with the utmoſt Re- 
luctancy that I find myſelf obliged to propoſe any Equivalent 
for the Renunciation of the Stewarts. But, Sir, until ſome 
better Expedient than mine appears, let me be indulged in 
pointing out ſome of the Adyantages that would naturally ac- 
(rue 
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, 
erue from the Execution of my Scheme: The Diſadvantages 
to be apprehendded front the Non- Execution of it, will natu- 
rally untold themſelves in the Enumeration. 

I ſuppoſe the Pretender and his Sons would embrace the 
Offer of the propoſed Ceſſion, under any Reſtrictions and Con- 
ditions that ſhould: be thought proper; and I ſuppoſe like- 
ways that his Majeſty's Subjects here would willlingly make 
him any Compenſation which he himſelf ſhould propoſe tor 
his Royal Condeſcenſion. On theſe Suppoſitions I build my 
Scheme; and by the Execution of it we might naturally hope 
to get rid of thoſe two Paſſions which have hitherto actuated 
our Minds with great Vehemence. Fear and. Fealoufy' are 
thoſe Tyrants of the Mind that have obſtructed our Happi- 
nels for the Time paſt, and muſt for ever have the ſame Ex- 
fect, while they continue to lord it over us ſo deſpotically as 
they have done hitherto. 

To deny that we have feared, to deny that we have been 
jealaus, would be to ſwerve from the moſt evident and notori- 
ous Truths. Our Debts, Taxes and penal Laws prove the 
firſt, and the conſtant Oppoſition in Parliament, ſince the Ac- 
ceſſion, proves the latter. If we had not feared, why have we 
taxed ourſeMwe, not only infinitely beyond any Thing known 
to our wiſe and happy Anceſtors, but to the moſt burdened 
Nations of Europe? What was it but our Fears that induced 
us ſo to exceed annually our ordinary, and even extraordinary 
Revenue, as to accumulate the enormous Debt we owe, and 
labour under ? And covld any Thing but our Fears put us up- 
on coining ſo many new Oaths, and inventing ſo many coer- 
cive Laws, with a View to the Security of our Liberties ? 

Need I bring Proofs of our Jealouſy before this Aſſembly, 
among whom there are ſo many who had endeavoured to lay 
it, by refuting the Arguments made uſe of in Support of it 
by the Orators and Writers of the Oppoſition in Sir Robert 
Waipole's long Adminiſtration ? Is it neceſſary to produce a 
thouſand Pamphlets, as many Speeches, and as many Volumes 
of Crafi/men, and other weekly and daily Lucubrations, as 
would furniſh out a gentcel Library, to prove, not only that 
the Nation were jealous of a foreign ſeparate Intereſt, but had 
Reaſon for being ſo? I aſſure myſelf, that a more regular and 
1nute Proof of our Fealouſy would be unneceſſary ; and there- - 
fore ſhall proceed to the Enquiry I propoſed, by taking a 

urſory View of the Advantages likely to accrue from the 
Execution, 
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Execution, and the Diſadvantages likely to ariſe from the 
Non- Execution of the Scheme I propoſe. | 

Let us not deny Truths known to the whole World. We 
have feared, and our Fears obliged us to ſtoop to the Burdens 
flung upon us by Miniſters, who played upon our Fears, 
made their Court, and raiſed Fortunes and Families at the 
publick Expence. What was this Fear? Whence did it pro- 


 ceed? Was it not from a Dread of the Pretender and his Fami- 


ly? The Caſe is too plain, the Fact too notorious to be de- 
nied. We were jealous all King William's Reign, and have 
been ſo ever ſince the Acceſſion. It would be as ridiculous 
as vain, to deny the Exiſtence of our Jealouſy even at this 


Hour. The more immediate Dangers of the Rebellion may 


have blunted, for a While, the Keenneſs of the Paſſian, but 
it ſtill lurks within, and probably will break out with re- 
doubled Force, whenever our Commotions ceaſe. 

If the Ceſſion of Hanover, as humbly contended for by 
my Propoſal, produces Renunciations, Guaranties, 'and all 
ſuch other Securities, as ſhall be deemed neceſſary towards 
allaying our Fears of the Pretender and his Deſcendants, 
why ſhould we doubt, that our Dread of the Power and Am- 
bition of France would ceaſe of Courſe ? It is notorious, that 
before the Revolution we had no ſuch Dread of France as to 
occaſion any extraordinary Expence ; and why, but from an 
Apprehenſion that ſhe would, on Occaſion, ſupport the Pre- 
tenſions of the Stewarts, have we ſpent ſuch immenſe Trea- 
ſure to humble her? Therefore, to get rid of the Pretender, 
is undoubtedly getting rid of our Dread of France, which has 
coſt us near four hundred Millions ſince the Revolution. The 
Pretender being the original Cauſe, there is no denying that 
the Efed will ceaſe, which is our Dread of France, as ſoon 
as his Renunciations ſhall have cancelled his Pretenſions. 

It being then ſuppoſed, that our Fears of the Pretender and 
France will ſubſide by a Ceſſion of the Electorate, we may na- 
turally ſuppoſe, that the far gore Part of our Expence will 
.ceaſe, that conſequently moſt of our Taxes, affecting Trade 
and Induſtry, will ceaſe, and that in general our Conditio 
and Circumſtances will be meliorated. 

If our Fears of the Stewarts and France ſubſide, there can be 
be no Colour for a Standing Army, ſuch a Military Force as 
is purely neceſſary for Guards and Garriſons not deſerving 
the odious Apellation. Without an Army, the wickedeli 
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( 33 ) 
Miniſter won't dare attempt openly upon our Liberties ; and 
all the dangerous, private Practices of Miniſters muſt neceſ- 
farily ceaſe if they want the Means of Corruption, which are 
Places and Penſions. As our Taxcs will be few, when our 
Expence is but ſmall, the Number of Places, now multiplied 
by our Taxes, cannot be many ; nor can Miniſters dole awa 
publick Money in Penſions, when the Revenue will be 
brought into a narrow Compaſs, as it muſt on the vaſt Re- 
duction of the National Expence. 

It has been urged, that the Prerogative of the Crown is 
leſſened ſince the Revolution. But if, by Prerogative, Power 
is meant, I fear the miniſterial Champions are miſtaken, or 
would impoſe upon the Publick. The proce Increaſe of 
our Debts and Taxes, fince the Revolution, has created a 
Power tar greater, and more dangerous in the Hands of a cor- 
rupt Miniſtry, than was known before that Æra, or could poſ- 
ſibly reſult from any Prerogative confeſſed in the Crown, 
But this vaſt Power will ceale, or at leaſt decreaſe, in Propor- 
tion to the Decreaſe of Debts, Taxes and Expence. So that, 
to conſider the Security of our Religion and Liberties, there 
ſeems no Means ſo likely to perpetuate them, and prevent the 
Machinations of daring Miniſters, as the Ceſian propoſed. 

As to the Improvement of Trade, which ſhould be the dar- 
ling Object of Engli/hmen, it muſt be the neceſſary Conſequence 
of ſuch a Reduction of Expence and Taxes, as muſt reſult 
from our dreading no longer either the Pretender or France. 
Before the Increaſe of our Taxes, that is, before the Revolu- 
tion, we. had an ample, extended, lucrative Trade; envied 
indeed by the Dutch, but unrivalled by them, os any other Na- 
tion. And why were we then in Poſſeſſion of ſo vaſt a foreign 
Commerce, but becauſe we were able, by the Cheapneſs of Labour, 
to underſell the Dutch at all the Markets of the Wor d. But 
why have we loſt that Benefit? Why has our Trade, that is, 
the principal Article of it, the Woollen, Monufature, decreaſed 
annually ſince the Revolution? Becauſe, the annual Increaſe 
of Taxes conſtantly and neceſſarily enhancing the Price of 
Labour, we have not been able to furnith foreign Markets with 
our Manufactures as cheap as formerly, or as cheap as other 


trading Nations. 


It being certain, then, that the Decay of our Trade has 
ſprung from the Increaſe of our Taxes, it is evident, that we 
can never hope to retrieve it but by a Reduction of all ſuch 

Taxes 
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on account of Hanger. As the Malady ſubſiſts, and will 


be wiſhed the Cau/e would be removed, which has hitherte 


3 | 3 ) 
Taxes às affeft the Poor and Induſtrious. Bur ſuch a Redue- 
tion will be impracticable, without avery conſiderable Reduc- 
tion of our Expence, which can never be brought about while 
we are in Dread of France and the Pretender. Therefore the 
Ceſlion of Hanover, as it would content the Pretender, and 


conſequently eradicate our Dread of France, would be the cer- 


tain, and can be the only Means of retrieving our Trade, and 
enabling us to beat the Dutch, French, and all other Nations, Ipre 
out of the Worllen Manufudt ure. jut 


An Increaſe of our Wealth, the Conſequence of a Decreaſe ſtir 
of our Taxes, and a Decreaſe of our Expenee, will natural- wh 
ly enable us to pay off gradually the National Debt, which, Nei 
however immenſe it be, may be diſcharged almoſt impercepti- Þig! 
bly in a Courſe of thirty Years, if the Cauſe of our Dread of Fo 
France and the Stewarts be removed. But as this Dread muſt Iger 
always ſubſiſt while any of that Family are living, if not Jet] 
brought to renounce their Pretenſions to this Crown, as pro- {Sal 
poſed by my Scheme, it is manifeſt, that, without a Ceſſan of the 
Hamnver, we can never expect to ſee even a Reduction, much Jon 
leſs an intire Diſcharge of our vaſt National Incumbrance. an 

It cannot be denied, that the Ceſſan humbly contended for YS1X 
would be a Means, and probably the only that can be imagi- 
ned for rooting up our unhappy 7ea/51/5 of our Royal Family 


very likely not only ſubſift.to the End of Time, bur increaſe, 
while the Royal Family hold Territories independent of this wit 
Crown, methinks it would be no bad Policy to remove in 
time the Cauſe of a Diſeaſe, which may prove extremely dan- Nonl 
gerous if permitted to ſpread and increaſe. wh 

The Ceſſau of the Electorate will likeways cure the publick Iſpe 
Fealuſy of Miniſters, who have all, ſince the Acceſſion, more and 
or leſs, been ſuſpected of making their Court, and paving} | 
their Way to Power, by purſuing an /rtereſt altogether fo- the 
reign and inconſiſtent with that of theſe Kingdoms. ButÞÞer 
when the Royal Family ihall have ceded their foreign Domi -· but 
nions, all ſuch unnatural, injurious Purſuits myſt neceſſarilyſwhe 
ceaſe, Therefore (was it but to fix and confine future Mini- 
flers to the Purſuit of One natural Intereſt only) it were to 


been ſuſpeRed to have ſplit their Duty and Attention. 
Thus, Sir, have I looſely ſet before you, and this vene 


rable Aſſembly, the Benefits naturally reſulting from the Ceſſic | 
0 


. | ' 
e. Jof Hanwer to the Pretender. If they appear to you as natu- 
c- ral, viſible, and important as they do to me, I doubt not you 
le fill incline to agree with me, that, without ſuch a Ceſſion, we 
he firun a Risk of going on, as we have for Half a Century paſt, 
ad Rdeclining in Power and Virtue, till we dwindle, like greater 
er- Jancient Nations, to Meanneſs and Obſcurity. Ie 
nd An intire Extirpation of the Highlanders of Scotland has been 
ns, Ipropoſed, by one of our Members, as a Means for preyentin 
juture Rebellions. Another of our venerable Members, di- 
aſe Iſtinguiſhed by an uncommon Zeal, propoſed tranſplanting the 
al- whole Scotch Nation, on a Suppoſition they are all, more or 
ch, Wels, tinctured with Jacobitiſm. A Third thought it more e- 


Mis ligible to baniſh all Papi/ts from theſe Kingdoms for ever. A 
of Fourth added the Noryurers, alledging they were no leſs dan- 
uſt Igerous than the Papiſts, One Gentleman went farther than ö 
not either of theſe ; he propoſed the Payment of our Debts by a 0 


Sale of all the Livings of the Clergy, and the taking away all 
their Power, as a Means to ſtifle tor ever the Spiritof Rebelli- 


uch Rog among us. A Filth propoſed the Introduction of Hanoveri- 
an Troops into all the Fortreſſes of that united Kingdom. 4 
for Sixth inſiſted, that not only all our ſtanding Army be Hanoveri- ; 


agi- You for the future, but that they have a Share in the Scheme. 
Many more Schemes have been oftered To-night for your 
Conſideration, in order to procure us Peace, a Bleſſin g ar- 
dently deſired, and fo extremely wanted. But really, Sir, 
with Submiſſion I ſay it, I do not think that any of the vari- 
ous Schemes offered, would or could anſwer, like mine, the 
only Ends which an honeſt Eugliſoman ſhould have. in View, 
which are the future, as well as preſent Tranquility and Pro- 
lick Iſperity of his Country, and the Safety and Glory of his Prince 
nore and the Royal Family. 
ving His Royal Highneſs the Duke may, and I hope will, diſperſe 
- fo-fſthe preſent Set of Rebels: But will his ViRories ſecure us 
Butbereafter from Rebels and Rebellions ? Are there no Facobites 
but in the Highlands of Scotland? Will Frame hereafter, 
hen it anfwers her Purpoſe to confound and diſtract us, be 
able to foment no Spirit of Faction or Rebellion among us, 
as long as ſhe has a Competitor to play upon us? We may 
xtirpate the Scotch, and replace them by Hanoverians ; we 
ay baniſh Popiſts and Nonjurors, we may ſtrip Churchmen, 
and annihilate the Church itſelf; we may introduce our Bre- 
Ze ſionhren of the Electorate into moſt Poſts Civil and — in 
ort, 
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ſhort, a Standing Army may be eſtabli cd, Taxes may be 
continued and increaſed, fo may our Debts. But wil any of 
theſe Meaſures, or all of them collected diſſipate our Dread of 
the Pretender and France ? If not, an entire Removal of that 
Dread, it being the only Means that can retrieve our Affairs, 
and make our Prince and us fafe, great, and happy, ſhould be 
the only Object of our Attention, and the only Scope of our 
Schemes. : 

To conclude, no Scheme ſhould be embraced, or ſo much 
as conſidered by this venerable Society, that does not point 
out an effedtual Means for rooting up that Dread of France and 
the Pretender, which has cauſed all the Ills we feel and come 
Plain of. A Scheme projecting the Completion of the joint 
Happineſs of Prince and People, ſhould likeways take in the 
Cure of that curſed Jealouſy which has infeſted us ſince the Ac- 
ceſſion. Mine, if I miſtake not, will anſwer theſe and every 
other Purpoſe that a Patriot Engliſhman can have in View; 
therefore te myſelf you will be of Opinion with me, That 
a Ceſſion of Hanover to the Pretender, is the only probable Means 
of retrieving our Affairs, and perpetuating the Happine/s of thg 
Subject, and Glory of the Prince and his Royal Family. 
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